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“Chekhov stands out as one of the greatest short story

writers of the world. Although he received an M. D. degree;:
he never practised medicine, but devoted himself to writing.

His scientific studies were, however, of service to: him.

There seems to be no limit to the range of his knowledge of

the human family. His situations are handled adroitly and

with a strict economy of words.” ( P. 676).
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—"Medicine is my lawful wife and literature is my mistress. When I
get tired of one, I spend thé“night with the other.” paates [EIB ™
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‘... After you no one will be ‘able to go along this path, for
no one will be able to write of such simple things in the
simple way you can. After the briefest short story from your
pen everything else scems coarse and wretchedly clumsy
and, what is far worse, lacks simplicity, i. e., does not ring
true. There’s no doubt about that - ---So I say that you will
make away with realism. I’m terribly pleased, for it’s time
it went...”
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‘Through your short stories you are doing work of the
utmost importance, evoking in people, as you do, disgust in
a drab and humdrum life that is semi-death; may the devil
take ity Your Lady affected me in such a way that {
immediately felt like committing somé infidelity against my
wife, suffer, swear, and all that _sort of thing. However, I’ve
remained faithful to my wife because no suitable lady was
in the offing, but still I had a terrific row with her and her
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sister’s husban\d, a close friend of mine. 1 imagine you never
expected such results from your story---Your stories are
like excellent cut-glass bottles full of all the perfumes of life
and, you may believe me, the discerning nose always
discover among these the delicate, piquant and wholesome
smell of the “real stuff ..”
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